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laws themselves were bungling amateur attempts at what is the most 
technical of scientific tasks. But in the theory upon which they were 
based — that of a public interest in the management of the corporations 
that serve the public — the Northwest was both sound and prophetic. 
Here, as so often in American history, the frontier saw the problem 
and set the pace, leaving the rest of the United States a generation 
behind in reaching the same conclusion. 

Dr. Buck's book is admirably put together. Its charts are valuable 
and its bibliography, though somewhat over-complex, has no equal in its 
field. It is a worthy member of a distinguished series. 

Frederic L. Paxson 

The Democratic Party of the State of Ohio. A Comprehensive History 
of Democracy in Ohio from 1803-1912, including Democratic 
Legislation in the State, the Campaigns of a Century, His- 
tory of Democratic Conventions, the Reverses and Successes 
of the Party, etc. Edited by Thomas E. Powell. And Con- 
taining Chapters by Former Governor James E. Campbell, 
Claude Meeker, H. A. Jameson, and Others. In two volumes. 
(Columbus: Ohio Publishing Company, 1913. 528; 508 p. 
$15.00 net) 
This work purports to be "A Comprehensive History of Democracy 
in Ohio from 1803 to 1912, Including Democratic Legislation in the 
State, the Campaigns of a Century, History of Democratic Conventions, 
the Reverses and Successes of the Party, Etc. ' ' The ' ' Etc. ' ' apparent- 
ly refers to ' ' Biographical Sketches of All the Democratic Governors of 
Ohio, and Leading Democratic Politicians" to which a part of the first 
volume and the whole of the second are devoted. 

These volumes are of no value to the student and scholar, and will 
yield little of benefit or interest to the general reader. The book is in 
no proper sense a history of the Democratic party in Ohio ; neither is it 
a compendium of superficial facts and official statistics of the type of 
subscription books that is well represented by Smith's History of the Re- 
publican Party in Ohio. The work before us is rather a rambling com- 
mentary on the political history of Ohio and the United States during 
the period considered, of which, we may presume, the narration of the 
dry facts and figures! of the successive conventions and elections is sup- 
posed to serve as the central theme. We are presented with these para- 
graph studies of conventions, campaigns, and elections with faithful 
regularity, their main content being dates, names, and figures. Occa- 
sionally a convention or campaign receives somewhat more extended 
attention ; yet the treatment remains distressingly meager for the reader 
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who desires some little understanding of the real issues and factors 
involved. 

The monotony of party chronology is relieved by frequent digressions 
into the broader fields of personal anecdote, political gossip, and stock 
political history. These digressions occupy a large portion of the book. 
A whole chapter is devoted to the Greenback Labor party and the Lib- 
eral Republican party although their connection with Ohio politics is 
hardly more than alluded to. While two short paragraphs are made to 
suffice for Ohio's first constitution, the Burr episode is given three pages, 
although the author does not indicate that it is in any way related to 
Ohio history. Many pages are filled with stilted discussion of the bank 
controversy, the specie circular, the panic of 1837, and the sub-treasury 
system, yet the author confines his discussion of Ohio politics during 
the Jacksonian period to the bare statement of convention nominations 
and election results. This method is characteristic of the whole book. 
The growth and development of party machinery, the relation of party 
to legislation, the influence of party on administration and administra- 
tive machinery, the interaction of state and national politics — these 
and other questions equally vital in party history are hardly mentioned, 
while from cover to cover the book is crowded with trivial and irrele- 
vant matter. 

Earl Francis Colborn 

The Life of Lyman Trumbull. By Horace "White. (Boston and New 
York: Houghton, Mifflin Company, 1912. xix-xxxv, 458 p.) 

In a listi of the ten men of greatest prominence in American political 
history from 1862 to 1872, the name of Lyman Trumbull would certainly 
have a place. The man who framed the thirteenth amendment and 
fathered the freedman's bureau and civil rights bills, who by his vote 
and his influence prevented the removal of Johnson from the presidency, 
who played a leading part in the Liberal Republican movement, and 
who drafted the platform of the People's party in 1894, is certainly 
worthy of a biography. It would seem, moreover, that Mr. White, an 
intimate of Trumbull's and himself active in politics and journalism 
during the period of Trumbull's prominence, was just the man to write 
such a biography. When it is added that Mr. White was officially se- 
lected for the task by the family and that the extensive collection of 
Trumbull papers was put at his disposal, an important contribution to 
American history was to be expected. 

The result is a decided disappointment. The author was more inter- 
ested in the history of the period than in the man. He has told again 
the oft told story of the controversy over the extension of slavery, the 
political aspects of the Civil War, and the aftermath of reconstruction ; 



